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NREF: 06 /COJESKI/DRC/03/2026			    Kinshasa, March 16, 2026

A copy was sent for information to:Objet : Lettre ouverte sur l’aide humanitaire à Kalemie, province du Tanganyika en Septembre 2025

· To His Excellency the President of the Democratic Republic of Congo;
· Honourable President of the Senate;
· Honourable President of the National Assembly;
· The President of the National Human Rights Commission (CNDH);
· Excellency the Minister of Social Affairs, Humanitarian Action, and National Solidarity;
· The President of Transitional Justice/ BCNUDH- MONUSCO Kinshasa;
· The National Coordinator of FONAREV in Kinshasa
· To Civil Society in all its diversity in the DRC
( All to Kinshasa )
· Your Excellency, Mr. Governor of Tanganyika Province,


Your Excellency, Madam Prime Minister of the DRC,
In Kinshasa,
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Your Excellency, Madam Prime Minister,
In light of Article 66, paragraph 2 of the Constitution of the Democratic Republic of Congo, as amended by Law No. 11/002 of January 20, 2011, which revised certain articles of the Constitution of the Democratic Republic of Congo, the government stipulates that "it also has the duty to preserve and strengthen national solidarity, particularly when it is threatened." Therefore, we are required to take action to support those in difficult situations. This same article compels us to rise up when national solidarity is threatened.
Indeed, the city of Kalemie in particular and Tanganyika Province in general continue to receive thousands of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) from war-affected areas in South Kivu, OCHA and Civil Society continue to issue alerts about the deteriorating humanitarian situation and the influx of displaced people without assistance.
We have observed that alongside internally displaced persons, we also find refugees from certain countries, especially Rwanda and Burundi, who also live for several years without humanitarian aid because they have been labeled " urban refugees " by invisible actors to exclude them from humanitarian aid.
On the other hand, Internally Displaced Persons ( IDPs ) and refugees live under the solidarity of the local population who have also been displaced for several years because of internal conflicts.
Your Excellency, Madam Prime Minister,
During your official visit to Kalemie in September 2025 and the delivery of your speech in Kisebwe before the population you promised humanitarian aid to the wives of the Military and other displaced persons in Kalemie and its surroundings.
We remind you that it has already been seven (7) months since these vulnerable populations, victims of Rwandan barbarity, have been awaiting this humanitarian aid from the Congolese government, and now their hopes are beginning to fade. Unfortunately, the Prime Minister's office has not communicated on this promise since September.
This comes at a time when the Democratic Republic of Congo lacks domestic legislation on the management of Internally Displaced Persons ( IDPs ), as well as the need to replace the 2002 refugee law. And yet, the Honorable Vital Kamerhe, then President of the National Assembly, had promised in May 2024 to introduce two laws in Parliament, one on refugees and the other on IDPs .
We are particularly concerned about the way the government is responding to the humanitarian crisis; we seem to see a prioritization of aid to those who have fled the country to neighbouring countries (Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda, and Uganda) and a total abandonment of those who are moving internally.
We have the impression that humanitarian aid is managed opaquely by a handful of people who feel no accountability to the victims, civil society, or the local population. While the victims have better ideas for the effectiveness of humanitarian aid, they are generally not consulted and do not participate in decision-making at any level.
Your Excellency, Madam Prime Minister,
In light of the above, we urgently urge you to make the following recommendations:
Honor your promise and urgently provide humanitarian aid to the victims of this attack located in Kalemie and its surrounding areas at various sites.
To introduce to Parliament a law on the management of Internally Displaced Persons ( IDPs ) as well as a law on the management of refugees in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
To organize and nationalize the humanitarian sector in the Democratic Republic of Congo, which appears to be escaping government control,
To guide the Humanitarian Sector towards greater transparency, to make it more inclusive, and to ensure the participation of victims in the decision-making process at every level,
Kulihoshi Musikami Pecos
National Presenter
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